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Three
weeks ago,Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu scrib־

bled

$1ST$scribbled$1ST$

$2ND$scribbled$2ND$his campaign strategyin
black marker on an erasable board.

In the absence of war or any other

super-dramaticevent,itmay become

the decisive issue on the table until

the elections.

He jotteddown four numbers:

36: (Blueand white)
10:(Peretzand Meretz)
7:(Liberman)
And the additional number: 53,

which cannot form government.
Absent from his count, as well as

from severalother strategicjunctions
in the country,was the JointList.

However,theyare not actuallyabsent
from their influence over the identity
of the next primeminister,as attest־

ed

$1ST$attested$1ST$

$2ND$attested$2ND$to by the three previouselection

campaigns.
The Joint List was established in

2014,when the law initiatedbyAvig-
dor Liberman to raise the election

threshold was passed.The Arab par־
ties

$1ST$parties$1ST$
$2ND$parties$2ND$that until that time ran separate־
ly,

$1ST$separately,$1ST$
$2ND$separately,$2ND$thus not constitutingsignificant
force,decided to unite. Overnight
theybecame the third largestpartyin
Israel,and won 13 mandates.

In the 2015 election,without even

knowing,theyflocked to the polls
justhours before theyclosed,in what

went viral and became one of the

most memorable video clipsin Israel’s

votinghistory.The maneuver later

became known as the “gevaldcam־

paign.”

$1ST$campaign.”$1ST$

$2ND$campaign.”$2ND$
Netanyahu,who over the yearshad

upgradedhis abilitiesfrom excellent

control of marketingtacticsto nearly

he Arab Spring

AYMAN ODEH, leader of the JointList,gesturesas he hands out pamphlets
duringan an election campaignevent in Tira.(Reuters)

totalcontrol of digitaltactics,upload־
ed

$1ST$uploaded$1ST$
$2ND$uploaded$2ND$livevideo on Facebook; tactic

then considered lessfamiliarin Israeli

politics.Itdid,however,suitNetanya־
hu,

$1ST$Netanyahu,$1ST$
$2ND$Netanyahu,$2ND$who firstidentifieditas perfect
fit.

The video won widespreadexposure
in the media,and was also spreadvia
fivemillion SMS messages, managing
to pushtens of thousands ofapathetic
voters from theirhomes to msh to the

pollsto preventthe “danger”posed
to the reignof the Right.Netanyahu
went on to win crushingvictory.He
was also subjectto wall-to-wallcrit־

icism,

$1ST$criticism,$1ST$

$2ND$criticism,$2ND$in Israel and internationally,
includingfrom then-presidentBarack

Obama, and subsequentlyapologized
to the Arab citizens,severaldaysafter
resultswent public.
In the firstround of elections in

2019,the JointListwas as yetunable
to agree on running together,and
the Arab partiesran on two different

lists.The success of the 2015 gevald
campaign led the prime minister to

recreate it with vengeance, in an

onslaughtof liveFacebook broadcasts

combined with new and more tar־

geted

$1ST$targeted$1ST$

$2ND$targeted$2ND$tool of Chatbot (“BibiBot”)that
described the Left’sdeal with the Arab

parties.

THIS TIME, the prime minister was

careful not to address the Arab cit־

izens

$1ST$citizens$1ST$

$2ND$citizens$2ND$overtly,and chose instead to

focus on the Arab parties.Then on

Election Day,Arab voters were sur־

prised

$1ST$surprised$1ST$

$2ND$surprised$2ND$by cameras at the polls.The
strategyof heighteneddigitalgevald
campaignand an attack on the Arab

parties,instead of the citizens,com־
bined

$1ST$combined$1ST$

$2ND$combined$2ND$with the cameras placedso sur־

prisingly

$1ST$surprisingly$1ST$

$2ND$surprisingly$2ND$at the polls,proveditself.

The Arab voters stayedhome and

the Arab partiesslumped from 13

mandates to 10.The Rightbloc,with־
out

$1ST$without$1ST$

$2ND$without$2ND$Liberman, rose from 58 to 60

mandates. Netanyahu was missing
singlemandate to form govern־

ment,
$1ST$government,$1ST$

$2ND$government,$2ND$and ifnot forLiberman pulling
the rug out from under him, could

now have been the chosen prime
minister fornearlyyear,rather than

prime minister of transitional gov־
ernment.

$1ST$government.$1ST$
$2ND$government.$2ND$

The disappointment of not

obtaining the desired 61 man־

dates

$1ST$mandates$1ST$

$2ND$mandates$2ND$and forming government,
along with the renewed unity
of the Joint List duringthe sec־

ond

$1ST$second$1ST$

$2ND$second$2ND$round, forced Netanyahu to

change strategiesand to further

radicalize his 2015 position.The
Likud Partymade supreme effort

to promote the Camera Law, build־

ing an entire campaign around it.

The JointList seized the opportu־
nity

$1ST$opportunity$1ST$
$2ND$opportunity$2ND$to rouse their voters and turn

the Camera campaign to their own

benefit.This climaxed when Ayman
Odeh,the head of the JointList,went
over to the prime minister during
parliamentdeliberation on the Cam־

era

$1ST$Camera$1ST$

$2ND$Camera$2ND$Law, and pushedhis telephone
camera in front of him.

The pictureof the pair, kind of

modern paraphraseof David and

Goliath,was leveragedby the Joint
List’scampaign,usingdigitaltools.
It went nearlyas viral as Netanya־
hu’s

$1ST$Netanyahu’s$1ST$
$2ND$Netanyahu’s$2ND$2015 livevideo campaign,and
became one of the turningpoints
in that election campaign. Ven־

geance

$1ST$Vengeance$1ST$

$2ND$Vengeance$2ND$was served up cold,and even

on similar plate:The Arab voters,

encouragedby the reunification of

the JointListand angry at the prime

minister’s attitude toward them,
flocked to the pollsto vote.

The JointList increased back to 13

mandates and the Rightbloc was sig־
nificantly

$1ST$significantly$1ST$
$2ND$significantly$2ND$distanced from the ability
to form government, fallingto
mere 55 mandates. Netanyahuwas

hard hit on the very fieldthat he had

set up and which he had previously
controlled,more than any other pol־
itician

$1ST$politician$1ST$
$2ND$politician$2ND$in Israel,or even perhapsin
the world.

With the onset of the third round,
itseems that Netanyahuhas learned

the lessons from the previousrounds
and has triedto return to the strategy
from the firstround: indirectattack.

THE CHOSEN approach,premier־
ing

$1ST$premiering$1ST$
$2ND$premiering$2ND$on journalists’Twitter and Tele־

gram

$1ST$Telegram$1ST$

$2ND$Telegram$2ND$tweets with the photo of the

famous erasable board,proclaimed,
“Gantz has no government with־

out

$1ST$without$1ST$

$2ND$without$2ND$the JointList” very careful

approachthat did not even mention

the word “Arabs.” However,this spe־
cific

$1ST$specific$1ST$
$2ND$specific$2ND$approachhad apparentlynot
proven effective.The terminologyof
“The JointList”was perhapsnot suf־

ficiently

$1ST$sufficiently$1ST$

$2ND$sufficiently$2ND$clear to Netanyahu’starget
audience.

The next attempt was to focus on

an individual rather than on party.
“Gantz has no government with־

out

$1ST$without$1ST$

$2ND$without$2ND$Tibi.”Apparently,Netanyahu’s
targetaudience does not find Odeh

sufficientlythreatening,hence the

choice of Tibi.However,Tibi is dou־

ble-edged

$1ST$double-edged$1ST$

$2ND$double-edged$2ND$sword. Bibihas long-term
relationshipwith him,includingnot

only downs, but also ups (seethe
tweet byAmit Segal).
At the time of thisarticle,Blue and

White has not yet seen fitto take

advantageof the Tibi-Bibi connec־

tion

$1ST$connection$1ST$

$2ND$connection$2ND$in order to toppleNetanyahu’s
new lineof defense (Libermanhas,in

fact,taken advantageof the Tibi-Bibi

connection in clipthat ismaking
the rounds of the media).Iftheydo,
Netanyahumay try to leveragethe
High Court’s decision to overturn

Hiba Yazbek’s disqualification,and

focus on her.

In the meantime, even ifNetanya־
hu’s

$1ST$Netanyahu’s$1ST$
$2ND$Netanyahu’s$2ND$line of defense is not entirely
precise,his strategyhas managed
to determine the agenda:Blue and

White has been draggedinto reac־

tion;

$1ST$reaction;$1ST$

$2ND$reaction;$2ND$theyhave shruggedoffthe Joint
List and declared that theywill not

sitwith them in any typeof constel־

lation.

$1ST$constellation.$1ST$

$2ND$constellation.$2ND$

Will Netanyahu be able to hold

himself back from floodingthe social

media with anti-Arab sentiment

once again,at least until the polls
are closed? Will the Likud have

new trick up its sleeve at the polls,
to replacethe cameras from the first

round? Will the JointListsucceed in

findingway in the field,in digital
media or combination of both to

once againcoax itsvoters out to the

polls?And to what extent will this

influence the identityof the next

primeminister?
The picturewillundoubtedlycome

clear even before the firstbuds of

spring.What is certain,however,is
that the dayswhen it was possible
to ignoreor devalue the influence

of the Arab vote on the resultsof the

Israelielections are longgone, never

to return.

The writer is digitalstrategist,con־

sultant,

$1ST$consultant,$1ST$

$2ND$consultant,$2ND$MBA lecturerand owner of
Tsamir DigitalLighthouse.


